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acrte-fobt \*5-kbr-*to\' h.(1900). : Ae'wlume' irn^tibn Wiattf ) 
ttot woiud coy^.^me acre to a depth ofo^e f(M^ ‘ ': 


. .... EDGE] 

.^. - ..^ -- -Qpleasantlyr^uhgrat iix taste or odor 

^ tttiyjATiNO : 2 : dei^ly or violently Bitter ^’/idUMOhnousXan ^ d^ 
niwaation) ^ see Caustic — aciid*i>ty \a-*kH^o^tc^ ,»-\ ii'^'ac- 
nd*ly \ a-jcrod^^ adv — ac*ridrness ft i . . 

rt.(ca. l877) : a c^IoirlesS c^stalline comi^und 
CJ 3 H 9 IV Occurring in coal tar and imjpoitant ^ the p^^t Oompoliiid of 

dyes and phar|;Mfj?utical5 ' =: ' ; ; . } 

acritliiie oi^g^ (caV49C19),:,.a' basic pr^ge dye. stnictii^l.:^ relat(^ 
to hmdine.iwd^used .esPv-tcfstaiii nucleic; ‘ ‘ ‘ , . '■ ' 

n [ccHdine /livme] (1917) : ’a 
/ ^ antiseptic cs for.wotin^ . .. 

a-kf^Jan;!--l^\ frotfewMir/c — used ibrai?.aciylic‘fil)CT 
aC*ri>ino*iii-ous V.a-1^^6Tn^3sV fldjf .C 17.75) :.ca^^^ biting,. or. 
corous esp. m f^ing, Ihriguagc^ dr man^ <an .'y dispute) —^ ac^H* 
ino>ni*oiis»ly da V — ac*ri;niiOriii*oiis*nc^ n ' . 

ac*ri*ino*ny ya.k^jnorn n. p/ -iUes TMF or, I^.MF acrinwniei h. L 
acnnwnia, fr, dcr-,’ deef} (1542) : harsh or biting shdipiiess op. of 
wprcls,n:]tanner, OT: disposition . T, . - 

\*a-kri-it&k\ n [CJk dkn'tps unceiTain (fr^ a- -f^. kntp^ .verb^ 
decide) + arcHe ^ginning -r- more.at. certain, arch -1 
(1963) ; My pf a g^oup of -fossil oncrc^led iharihe pjaiiktohic organ> 
isms of uncertain arid possibly vanoiis taxohoriiic affinities hdd to 
r^resent the earliest known eukaryp^ ^ .... 
ac>ro*bat \*a-kro-,bat\ n ^ & Gk; F.acrobate, fr. (3k akrobate^.fT. akros 
+ bainein to go — iridre at come] (1,825). 1 : one that performs, gyrii- 
nastic fwts requiring skillful control of the body 2 a: one skillful at 
Mcra^ of in tcll<«tual or i^istic dexterity b : one .adept at swif Uy 
changirig or adapting a position or viewpoint <a political • — ac-ro> 
l>WC \,a-kro-*l«-tikV.a^7^ac*ro-bat*i*cal-ly \-tirk( 3 -)ie\odv - 
ac*ro*baMcs \,a-kro-*bartiks\ n p/. but sing or pl in. constr ilSBli I 
.' .a*“t» performance,, or activity of an acrobat, 2-\.^ spectacular, 

showy, or startling peiformance or demonstration involving great 
agility or complexity . . ^ t 

^*®"^*'^*®^“trik\ . adj 0945) having.;. the centromere 
situatra so that one chromosomal arm is much, shorter - than the other 
— acrocentric n 


ac*rodectya-k^Jekt\ n,[acr- -f rlect (as in d/o/epf)] ( 1 964) : the lan- 
guage variety of a speech community closest to the standard or prestige 
form of. a iM^age ' ; • , . 

acro*leriri \a^ro-l^.an\ n [ISV aerr (fr. L.acr-, acer} ,-f- L olire to smell 
(ca. 1857) colorless irritant pungent-liquid.alde- 
:hyde C 3 H 4 O used chiefly in organic synthesis 

ac*ro*ineg>B*ly \,a-kr5-'me-g»-le\ n flS^ (1889) ; • chronic . hyperpitu- 
itarism mark^. by progressive enlargement of hands, feet, and face — 
ac«ro*nie*gal-ic \-m9-*ga-lik\ ad/ or n ; 

ac.r^nyra,\‘a-kr»-4iim\ n [acr- + -onym] (1943) : a word (as radar or 
snafu) fonn^ from, the initial letter or letters of each of the successive 
parts or major parts of .a compound term — - ac^o-nyni>ic \,a-kra-*ni- 
mik\ adj — ac-ro«nyin*i*cal Jy \-mi-k(a-)le\ odv 

Ai^^rWpa-t^, a-\ adj [acr- + : -petal (as in centripetal)} 
U875).: ^iwoceeding from the base toward the- apex or froiri below up- 
:ward-<~ development of floral buds) Bcrop*e«tal-ly \-t^-e\ adv^;.: 
ac*ro*pho*bia \,a-kr3-*f6-be-9\ n fh^] (ca. 1 892) : abnormal dread- of 

being at a great hdght -^ ac>ro«pBobC \‘a-kr»4,fob\ n 

acropKi*lis \o-*krarP5-Ias\ n'[Gk'akrapo/i% fr. afcr- acr- -H po/is city- 
tmore at POLICE] (1662) : the upper fortihed -part -of an ancient Greek 
city (as Athens); also a usu. fortified height of a city or district .else- 
where. (as in (Central America) 

ac-ro-some Va-kn>-^6m\ n [ISV] (1899) ; an antcrioi- prolongation of 
a spermatozoon that releases egg-penetrating enzymes - — ac*ro*so- 
mar \,a-kra-*s6-m3l\ od) 

^across \o-*kros; chiefly dial -\TO&t\ adv [KlE acros, fr. AF an crois, fr. 
an in (fr. L in), crats cross, fr. L crux} U4c) 1 : in a position reach- 
ing from one side to the other ; crosswise 2 : to or on the opposite 
side 3 : so as to be understandable, acceptable, or successful <get an 
argumcnt>^> . . 

^across pr^ (1591) 1 a : from one side to the opposite side of-: over, 
through (swam ~ the river) b : on the opposite side of (lives the 
street from us) 2 : so as to intersect or pass through at an angle 
(sawi^ ^ the grain of the wood) 3 : so as to find or meet (came 
your football in the hall closet) 4 a : THROUGHOUT (obvious interest 
the nation '—Robert Goralski) b ; so as to include or take into 
consideration all classes or categories differences, they insist, there 
can be no rational dialogue — Huston Smith) ' 

Across ad) (1646) : being in a crossed position- • ' 
across--the-;board ad) (1945) 1 : placed to win if a competitor wins, 
places, or shows (an racing bet) 2 : embracing or affecting all 
classes or categories : blanket (an — price increa^) 
acros-tic \s-*kr6s-tik. -'kras-\ h [MF& Gk; MF acrostiche, fr. Gk'nk- 
rostichis, fr. akr- acr- -f stichos line; akin to steichein to' go more at 
;^AIR] (1530) 1 : a composition usu. in verse in which sets of letters 
(^'the initial or final letters of the lines) taken in order form a word dr 
phrase or a regular sequence of letters of the alphabet 2 : acrowm — 
acrostic also acros*ti>cal \-ti-koI\ adj — acros-ti*caMy \-ti-k(o-)Ie\ 
adv 

ac-ryl-amdde \,a-kr*lT'a-jnid, a-*kri-l»-\ n [aciyRc + ofriide] (1946) 

: an amide C: 3 H 5 NO that is derived from acrylic acid, that polymerizes 
readily, and that is used in the manufacture of synthetic textile fibers 
ac>ry*late \a-kro-Jat\ n (1873) 1 : a salt or ester of acrylic acid 2 
: ACRYLIC RESIN 

»acry,l*ic \o-*kri-lik\ ad) [ISV acrolein -f -v/ V '-ic] (1855) 1 : of or 
relating to acrylic acid or its derivatives (~ polymers) 2 : made or 
consisting of an acrylic (an ~ window) 

^acrylic n (1942) la: acrylic resin b : a paint in which the vehi- 
cle IS an acrylic resin c : a painting done in an acrylic resin 2 
: ACRYLIC fiber 

acrylic acid n (ca. 1855) : an unsaturated liquid acid C 3 H 4 O 2 that 
polymerizes readily to form useful products (as constituents for var- 
nishes and lacquers) 



acre-foot • actinomycotic^ 11 

aci^lic fiber n (19^1) : a qiudlTTdiymg synthetic textile fiber made by 
, polymen^tiOri .pf acrylonitrile usur .ridth other monomers 
acrylic resin n (1936). ; . a’ !glassy thermoplastic made by- pdlyinerizing 
' ac^hc or m^haciyfic add or a' derivative, of jcither and us^ for cast, 
, andT.molded harts of aS coatiri^ and’.^herives .!■ ; ; .’ 

ac*ry*Io*ni>tnle \(arkr 9 -l 5 -*nf?tral, -,tr^l\ n (.1893) : a colorless volatile 
fiariiimablc liquid hitrile C 3 H 3 N used chiefly in organic synthe^ and 
for.polymeru^tion. '. * ' . 

Vakt\ ,n [ME,, partly fr. L cc/wi. doing, act, i^^ to’ drive,,do; 

partly fr.,E actum thing done, rcoprd, fr., rieutl. of ocm^ pp. of dgere — 
more at agekt] (14c) la; the doing of a thing : deed b : spm^ 
tJWng donc volunt^y 2 : a state of real .(^tdice rather than possi- 
\ fbe'-iorri^ product of a Ijegislatiye body : 'statute; o«o i a 
dedrion or determination , of a.'sovereigri, a legislative council, pr a 
coi^ of justice 4 ; the prpee^ of. doing : action (caught in the 5 
often cap : ^a forma) record of something done or transact^ 6 : one of 
the principal di^iPns of a theatrical work (as a play or op^) , 7 a 
, : one of succesrive paits or performances (as in a variety show, or cir- 
cus) b,.:..thc performer or. performers in such an act ,c : a p^pr- 
•mance or ^presentation identified with a.pMticular individual or -group 
d ; the sum of a ^pCTson's actipns or effects that serve to create an im- 
pressipn or set an example (a hard tp follow) 8 : a display of af- 
fected behavior : pretense 

^ct vf (1594) 1 :a ; to repre^t or perform by action esp. on the 
::Stage b; FEIGN. SIMULATE C IMPERSONATE . 2 ohs : actuate, ANIMATE 
3 : to play, the part of as if in a play. (•>-. the riian of the world). 4 : to 
behave in a manner. suitable to ('^ your age) vi 1 a : to perform 
on the stage b ; to behave as if performing on the stage ; PRETEND 2 
:. to- take action move (think before r^mg) (~a/ favorably on the 
recommendation) -3 ; to conduct oneself ; behave (~ like a fool) 4 
: to perform a specified function : serve (trees ~/ng as a windbreak) 
-5 : to produce an effect :. work (wait for a; medicine to 6 of a play 

: to be capable of. being perforined (the play wdl) 7 ; to give a 
decision or award (adjourned without ‘^ing on the bill) — acb^lM- 
ty \,ak-ta-?bi-la-te\ n — acbable Vak^to^ibaK ad) 

Ac«tae*on- \ak-*te-3n\ n [L, fr> Gk-i4kfa/on] ; a hunter turned- into a 
s tag Md killed by his own hounds for having seoi'Artcmis bathing ’ • 
ACTTH \4-(,)se-(,)te-*ach\ - n [adrenocorticotropic hormone] ( 1 9^) : a 
protein hormone of the anterior lobe of the pituitary ^arid that stimu- 
lat<» the adrenal cortex called also adrenocorticotropic hormone 
ac-tin \*ak-tan\ n [ISV^ fr. L actus] (1942) : a cellular p'rdtein found 
esp. in microfilaments (as thos6 comprising myofibrils) and active in 
muscular contraction, cellular movement, and maintenance of c^ 
shape ; - ' ' . 

actin- or actini- or actiiio- comb form [NL, ray, fr. Gk aktin-, dktino-. 
fr. aktin-, aktis: petb. akin to OE uhte morning twilight, L hoct-, nox 
night — nibre at nIghT] 1- : having 'a radiate form (octinolite) 2 : ac- 
tinic radiation (as X rays) (actincmieter) 

^act-ing \'ak-tiq\ rt (16M) :.,thc art or practice ctf representing a charac- 
ter on a stage or before c^iei^ 

^rting dd)'(1797) 1 : holding a temporary rank or position : per- 

forining'Scmccs temporarily (-^ pr^ident) 2 a : suitable for stage 
performance (an play) b : prepared with directions for actors (an 
,~ text of a play) 

ac>tin>i>an '\ak-^*ti-ne-3n\ h [NL actinia, fr. Gk aktin-, akris] (1888) 

: anemone 

ac*t|ii»ic \ak-^'ti^-;nik\ od) (1844) : of, relating to, resulting from, or ex- 
hibiting actinism — ac-tin-i-caldy Vni-k(3-)le\ adv 
ac-H<hide \*ak-tb-,nid\ n [ISV] (1945) : any of the members of the 
senes of clemchts that begins with actinium or thorium and ends with 
lawjnmdum — see PER-iop 

ac-ri-nisih \*ak-t37,ni-Z3m\ n (1844) : the property of radiaiit energy 
. esp. in the’ virible and ultraviolet spectral regions by which chemical 
change are produced 

ac-tih-i-um \ak-'ti-ne-3m\ h [NL] (1900) : a radioactive trivalent me- 
tallic element that resembles lanthanum in chcMica! properties and 
that is found esp. in pitchblende — see element table 
ac»rin«o-Iite \ak-*ti-n*l-,it\ n (ca. -1828) ; a bright or grayish green im- 
phtbole occurring in fibrous, radiate, or columnar forms 
acrti*noni-e-ter \,^-ta-*na-m»Tt3r\ n (1833) : any of various instru- 
ments for mrasuring the intensity of incident radiation; esp : one in 
which the intensity of radiation is measured by the speed of a photo- 
chemical reaction — ac*ti>nb-nie-tnc \-n6-'me-trik\ adj — ac*ti- 
nom*e*try \-*na;m3-tre\ n . 

ac-ti*no>mor>phic \,ak-(,)ti-n6-*m6r-fik, -ta-rio-; ak-,ti-nb-\ adj [ISV] 
(1900) : bdng radially symmetrical and capable of division by any 
longitudinal plane into essentially .symmetrical halves (an ~ tulip 
■ flower) — ac>ti-no-mor-phy \'ak-tb-nb-,m6r-fe, ak-'ti-no-\ n 
ac-ti-noriny-ces \,ak-(,)ti-no-*mJ-,sez,.-to-n6-; ak-,ti-no-\ n. pi actino- 
myces [NL, geiius name, fr. actin- -f Gk myket-. mykes fungus; akin 
to Gk myxa mucus — more at mucus] (1882) : any of a genus (Actino- 
myces) of filamentous or rod-shaped bacteria that includes usu. com- 
mensal and sometimes pathogenic forms inhabiting mucosa] surfaces 
esp. of the oral cavity of warm-blooded vertebrates 
ac-ti-no-my*cete \-.*mi-,set, -mi-*set\ n [ultim. fr. Gk aktin-, akiis -f 
myket-, mykes} (1911): any of an order (ActinomycetaJes) of filamen- 
tous or rod-shaped bacteria (as the actinomyces and streptomyces) — 
ac-ti*no-my-ce*tous \-mi-*se-t3s\ adj 

ac-ti>no-ihy*cin \-'mi-s“n\ n (1940) : any of various red or yellow-red 
mostly toxic polypeptide antibiotics isolated from soil, bacteria (esp. 
Streptomyces an/i6io/icus); specif : one used to inhibit DNA or RNA 
synthesis 

ac-ti-no-my-co-sis \-mi-*k5-sos\ n [NL] (1882) : infection with or 
disease caused by aclinomycetes; esp : a chronic disease of cattle, 
swine, and humans characterized by hard granulomatous masses usu. 
in the mouth and jaw — ac-ti-no-my>cotdc \-’ka-tik\ adj 


\3\ abut \*\ kitten, F table \ar\ further \a\ ash \a\ ace \a\ mop, mar 
\au\ out \ch\ chin \c\ bet \e\ easy \g\ go \i\ hit \i\ ice \j\ job 
\ 0 \sing \6\go \6\Iaw \6i\ boy \ih\ thin \th\ the \u\ loot \u\ foot 
\y\ yet \zh\ vision \a, k, ", oe, oe, ue, ie, ^ see Guide to Pronunciation 



